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EDITOR’S NOTE

Dear readers,
Warm greetings from the editorial team and welcome to 

another edition of the DAES e-newsletter.

In this edition, we look at the official launch of the 
Agricultural Commercialization (AGCOM) project by His 
Excellency Professor Arthur Peter Mutharika, President of 
the Republic of Malawi. 

We also look at the familiarization tour to the Department of 
Agriculture Extension Services by the Minister of Agriculture, 
Irrigation and Water Development, as well as how farmers 
are benefiting from the Agriculture Sector Wide Approach-
Support Project II (ASWAp-SPII). You will find these and other 
significant stories as you read.

Do you have any suggestions on how we can improve the 
delivery of our services?

Your comments are always welcome and can be emailed to 
acbranch@gmail.com

Enjoy your reading!

Your comments are always welcome and can be emailed to 
acbranchmw@gmail.com 

Enjoy your reading! 
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By Khalani Makunje

I am very pleased to launch the Agricultural 
Commercialization Project today. Malawi is 
now moving beyond subsistence agriculture 
into commercial farming-Mutharika.

”Farmers in the country 
stand a great chance 
of transforming from 

subsistence to commercial 
farming following the official 
launch of the Agricultural 
Commercialization (AGCOM) 
Project by His Excellency the 
State President of the Republic 
of Malawi Professor Arthur 
Peter Mutharika at the Bingu 
International Convention Centre 
(BICC) in Lilongwe. 
Speaking during the launch, 
President Mutharika said Malawi 
is now moving beyond Farming 
that provides for the basic needs 
of the farmer without surpluses 
for marketing, into commercial 
farming. “For a long time 
agriculture has been our way of 
life for growing food. Now we 
want agriculture to be our way 
of life for creating new wealth 
for Malawi. Am very pleased 
to launch the Agricultural 
Commercialization Project 
today. Malawi is now moving 
beyond subsistence agriculture 
into commercial farming” he 
said.
The president further 
encouraged Malawians to use 
the project money properly 
and wisely. “This is a project 
with money borrowed from the 
World Bank. This is a Malawi 
Government project because 
all Malawians will pay back this 
money. So let’s use it properly 
and wisely, said Mutharika.
Speaking before the president, 
Minister of Agriculture Irrigation 
and Water Development 
Honorable Kondwani 
Nankhumwa MP, did mention 
among others, US$30 million 
has been allocated to Matching 
grants, US$ 3 million Partial 
Credit Guarantee to ensure that 
loans are paid even when it is 
difficult for the farmers to do 
so due to other valid reasons 
such as natural disaster. Last 

mile Infrastructure has been 
allocated US$ 18 million 
Launched under the theme 

“Leveraging Cooperatives and 
Markets”, AGCOM project, 
links together Producer 
Organizations (POs) mainly 
farmer cooperatives, service 
providers including research 
and extension and off-takers 
in a value chain in a concept 
known as a Productive Alliance. 
The project also seeks to bridge 
the gap between smallholder 
and medium-scale farmers and 
the growing demand from the 
domestic and export markets 
through increased agriculture 
production, value addition 
and market infrastructure and 
access.
AGCOM project is being 
implemented with World Bank 
IDA credit facility estimated 
at US$95 million and Ministry 
of Agriculture, irrigation and 
Water Development (MoAIWD) 
is the lead Ministry in the 
implementation of the project 
activities in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Industry, Trade 
and Tourism (MoITT). Other 
key stakeholders include Malawi 
Bureau of Standards (MBTS), 
Malawi Investments Trade 
Centre (MITC) and 
The six-year AGCOM project 
whose implementation started 
in July 2018, has a national wide 
coverage targeting all districts 
in Malawi and all competitive 
agriculture enterprises covering 
crops, horticulture, livestock 
and fisheries. The project aims 
at supporting 300 producer 
organizations mostly farmer 
cooperatives and 100,000 

farming households in the 
country. 
In its component, ‘Building 

Productive Alliances’, the 
project supports farmers 
through matching grants, partial 
credit guarantee fund, last-mile 
infrastructure and provides 
consulting and technical services 
to the producer organizations 
(farmer cooperatives) for 
the formation of agreements 
(productive alliances) with other 
agribusiness entities. 
AGCOM had earlier on called 
for applications from eligible 
farmer cooperatives for the 
support in form of matching 
grants. Through this support, 
the project grants up to 70 
percent capital investment for 
fixed assets aimed at increasing 
productivity, improving quality, 
post-harvest management and 
processing capacities. 
By December 2019, AGCOM 
had approved concept notes 
and business proposals 
from 8 cooperatives. During 
the launch three farmer 
cooperatives of Mtendere Tea 
and Horticulture Producers and 
Marketing Cooperative Society, 
Cheka Integrated Agriculture, 
Aquaculture Society Limited 
and Minyali Cotton Secondary 
Marketing Cooperative were 
given matching grants to the 
tune of K48, 066, 00, K37, 
926,000 and K80, 990,000 
respectively in a symbolic 
cheque presentation by the 
State President. 
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AGRICULTURE MINISTER INTERACTS 
WITH DAES STAFF

By  Khalani Makunje

Members of  staff  at the Department 
of  Agriculture Extension Services on 
Wednesday, 29th January hard an 

interface with the Minister of  Agriculture 
Irrigation and Water Development, Honorable 
Kondwani Nankhumwa MP, at the beginning  
his familiarization tour with the ministry’s 
departments.
During the visit, the minister toured the Old 
Print Shop, Radio Studio, the New Print shop 
and pavilions which were mounted by the 
department’s branches namely Agricultural 
Communications Branch (ACB), Extension 
Methodology Services (EMS), Agriculture 
Gender Roles Extension Support Services 
(AGRESS), Agribusiness and Food and 
Nutrition.
Speaking to the staff  members after the 
tour, Honorable Nankhumwa thanked the 
members for their dedication to service in the 
ministry despite the challenges they face. The 
minister further requested the members to 
be patriotic and take good care of  equipment 
and machinery which the department has. 
He also disclosed his dream of  seeing 
the department having its own radio and 
Television stations.
“My dream for this department is to have 
fully fledged radio and television stations. 
The department has all what it takes to have 
the stations. Even by the end of  this year we 
can have our own radio station”, Nankhumwa 
challenged.”

The tour was first in a schedule of  visits to 
the Ministry’s departments through which 
the minister said would like to appreciate 
the successes and challenges which the 
departments face.
Upon visiting the new print shop, the minister 
was impressed with the printing of  posters 
with agriculture extension messages, printed 
in his presence on a Speed Master Digital 
Printing machine which was procured in 2013 
under the Flanders international Corporation 
Agency (FICA) Project.
The Minister also appreciated some leaflets 
and magazines, television documentaries and 
was told a brief  history of  radio programing 
at the department, under the Agriculture 
Communications Branch.
In his remarks, DAES Deputy Director Mr. 
Anderson Chikomola thanked the minister 
for his coming and briefly informed him the 
composition and mandate of  the department. 
He further added that the department is 
very key in linking the farming clientele to 
what is produced by the Department of  
Agriculture Research Services (DARS). The 
deputy director also hinted on challenges the 
department is currently facing.
“Let me mention honorable minister that as 
a department we face a lot of  challenges. 
Among others, we have mobility changes 
challenges especially at Agriculture 

Development Division (ADD) level, inadequate 
staff, dilapidated structures which include 
staff  house in our Extension Planning Areas 
(EPA) and Residential Training Centers (RTC). 
We also have very limited staff  training 
capacity to help us build a competent 
workforce”, he said. 
Mr. Chikomola expressed the department’s 
wish of  upgrading the Agriculture Extension 
Development Officers (AEDO) and Agriculture 
Extension Development Coordinators (AEDC) 
from using the push bikes to motor bikes. 
He said the push bikes make it difficult for 
the officers to reach to some areas due to 
difficult terrains especially in the rainy season 
when their services are also needed the most 
by farmers.
He continued to inform the minister that 
the department is currently developing an 
Agriculture Extension and Advisory Services 
Policy which will help to harmonize extension 
services among stakeholders. According 
to Chikomola the department also plans to 
construct permanent Agriculture Fair Grounds 
in Lilongwe and that Ministry of  Lands has 
already provided land at Bwemba, around the 
Bypass highway area in Lilongwe.
DEAS members of  staff  were happy and 
grateful for the minister’s visit. Continuing 
with his visits the Minister proceeded to the 
Department of  Fisheries.

Honourable Kondwani Nankhumwa appreciating the state of the art offset printing press 
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IMPROVEMENT OF RURAL UNPAVED ROADS 
RESTORES FARMERS’ HOPES IN NTCHISI 

In Malawi, road transport plays an 
important role not only in facilitating 
the mobility of agricultural produce to 

markets but also enhancing interaction 
among farmers from different areas. 
However, lack of access to good roads 
has been one of the major challenges that 
have affected farming business for most 
smallholder farmers in the country. 
As one way of addressing this challenge, 

Agricultural Sector Wide Approach-
Support Project II (ASWAp-SP II) supports 
road improvement interventions in 12 
districts in the country, with emphasis on 
providing more income and jobs to the 
local communities. 
Ntchisi is one of the districts in 

the country where ASWAp-SP II is 
rehabilitating and upgrading some of 
the unpaved roads, so far, there are ten 
roads under rehabilitation and the longest 
one is 10 kilometers. One of the roads, 
Ng’ombe-Nyalavu, which is about 6 
kilometers will be tarmacked.

 Isaac Mdindo, Director of Public Works 
in the district hailed the program,  
emphasizing that good roads will not only 
facilitate smoother movement of farm 
produce to markets but also facilitate 
timely reach of farm inputs to farmers, 
which will eventually help to increase 
agricultural productivity. 
“Ntchisi is one of the districts in the 

country where maize and irish potatoes 
do very well among other crops. Poor 
road conditions, however, has always 
prevented our farmers from taking their 
farm produce to markets as most of these 
roads are impassable during the rainy 
season. With the coming in of this project, 
we are sure that more and more farmers 
will join the farming business,” Mdindo 
explained. 
He added that the roads will also help 

improve service delivery in education, 
health as well as other sectors. Mdindo 
commended ASWAp-SP II and wished 
the program extended to the remaining 

Chikhwakhwa-Mkwambisi Road (10 kilometer) under rehabilitation in Ntchisi
By Tuchitechi Hawonga
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districts in the country. 
Chinipha Mvula is a farmer from Nzoma 

Village, TraditionalAuthority (TA) Kalumo 
in Ntchisi district. He is the Chairperson 
for Chikhwakhwa-Mkwambisi 7 kilometer 
road rehabilitation program. Mvula 
reported that there has been good 
progress as the team is committed to 
seeing the work completed. Mvula said 
Chikhwakhwa-Mkwambisi road will not 
only benefit farmers and people within 
the vicinity but Malawi as a whole. The 
agricultural produce from the two and 
other areas will easily reach markets 
within and outside the district. 
“We produce a lot of irish potatoes here. 

However, we lose a lot as our products 
fail to reach markets in time, as a result, 
we sell little at cheap prices. I am proud to 
mention that the road will make farmers, 
cooperatives and model villages more 
visible,” said Mvula.

Unlike ASWAp-SP 
I where contractors 
brought in their 
own workforce in 
supporting road 
improvement, 
ASWAp-SP II is 
putting much 
emphasis on 
providing more 
income and jobs to 
the local communities 
through their 
participation in the 
road works. Doreen 
Nakalani from Mkwai 
village, TA Kalumo is 
one of the women 
who has been taking 
part in rehabilitation 
works. She says the 
money she received 
has helped her family 
a lot as she managed 
to buy some basic 
needs like food and 

soap. Doreen also bought maize seed 
which she and the family planted in their 
field.
 “I bought maize seed and planted some 

weeks ago, today I bought fertilizers and 
this evening I will apply to my field so 
that I harvest more this season,” Watson 
Tawina explained. He is one of the farmers 
rehabilitating Chikhwakhwa-Mkwambisi 
road. 
ASWAp-SP II seeks to develop a resilient 

and diversified agriculture sector through 
improved productivity, improved market 
access and infrastructure, adoption of 
technologies, restoration of soil fertility, 
resilience and diversified agricultural 
systems among others.

Chinthembwe-Mzandu road under rehabilitation in Ntchisi
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NANKHUMWA PUSHES FOR DAES RADIO 
AND TELEVISION STATIONS

By Khalani Makunje

Minister of Agriculture, 
Irrigation and Water 
Development Honorable 

Kondwani Nankhumwa MP 
has advised the Department of 
Agriculture Extension Services 
(DAES) in the Ministry to consider 
establishing its own radio and 
Television (TV) stations.
Nankhumwa said this on Wednesday, 
29 January 2020, when he visited the 
department in his familiarization tour 
with the Ministry’s departments. 
“My dream for this department is 
to have fully-fledged radio and TV 
stations. The department has all that 
it takes to have the stations. Even 
by the end of this year, we can have 
our own radio station,” Nankhumwa 
challenged.
DAES is mandated to ensure provision 
of quality agriculture extension and 
advisory services that enhance the 
adoption of improved technologies 
for all gender categories. The 
Department, through its Agricultural 
Communication Branch, develops 
and disseminates messages using 
print and electronic media in order 

to facilitate the adoption of improved 
agricultural technologies for 
increased agricultural productivity in 
the country.
The department records and 
produces radio and TV programs that 
target farmers across the country 
but relies on other media houses to 
broadcast the programs.
Further in his remarks, the Minister 
said having the agricultural radio and 
TV stations will help farmers access 
timely agricultural messages. 
“It is difficult for farmers to 
remember times during which 
agriculture programs are aired on 
different radio stations. This radio and 
TV will help farmers access extension 
messages 24 hours,” he said.
Nankhumwa also said that touring the 
Ministry’s departments will help him 
appreciate the success registered 
and challenges faced by the 
departments which he mostly sees on 
paper.  He also thanked development 
partners for partnering with the 
Government in efforts to achieve food 
security in the country. 
Responding to the call made by 
the Minister, DAES Deputy Director 

Anderson Chikomola said a concept 
note on the establishment of the 
radio and TV stations has been 
developed and assured the Minister 
that the department will take all the 
necessary steps to have the stations 
established.
During the tour, the Minister 
visited the department’s radio 
programs recording studio, print 
shop and pavilions mounted by the 
department’s five branches namely 
Agricultural Communication Branch 
(ACB), Extension Methodologies and 
Systems (EMS), Agriculture Gender 
Roles and Extension Support Services 
(AGRESS), Agribusiness Development, 
and Food and Nutrition.  The Minister 
also toured the Department of 
Fisheries
Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation 
and Water Development has four 
administrative departments and ten 
technical departments which include 
DAES, Department of Agriculture 
Research Services (DARS), 
Department of Crops Development 
(DCD), Department of Fisheries, and 
Department of Irrigation among 
others.

Hon. Kondwani Nankhumwa, Minister of Agriculture, Irrigation and Water Development
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By Christopher Joseph

Three agricultural 
cooperatives have received 
cheques worth millions of 

kwachas at the launch of the 
Agricultural Commercialization 
Project (AGCOM) at Bingu 
International Convention Centre 
(BICC) on Friday, 10th January, 
2020.

Mtendere Tea and Horticulture 
Producers and Marketing 
Cooperative Society, Cheka 
Integrated Agriculture-
Aquaculture Society Limited 
and Minyali Cotton Secondary 
Marketing are the cooperatives 
which received grants of forty 
eight million sixty six thousand 
and two hundred Malawi kwacha 
(MK48, 066, 200), thirty seven 
million nine hundred and twenty 
six thousand Malawi kwacha 
(MK37, 926, 000) and eighty 
million nine hundred and ninety 
thousand Malawi kwacha (MK80, 
990, 000) respectively. 

Speaking in an interview after 
the launch, chairperson for Cheka 
Cooperative, Patison Sakwiza 
said the grant means a lot to the 
cooperative he chairs.

“This grant is very important to 

our cooperative, because with it, 
we will be able to buy a ground-
nuts shelling machine and a lorry 
to transfer our produce to various 
destinations, including storing and 
market places”, said Sakwiza.

On his part, Stamix Magaso, 
a member of Minyali Cotton 
Secondary Marketing Cooperative 
said his cooperative will use the 
money to purchase a lorry and 
construct a warehouse for keeping 
cotton as per the cooperative’s 
proposal.

An interview with the farmers 
revealed that all cooperatives 
were able to secure the grants, 
because they followed guidelines 
from AGCOM on how to write a 
successful concept-note and a 
proposal.

“They wanted copies of 
certificates as a sign that we are 
a registered cooperative, and we 
attached it to our proposal. We 
were told that no cooperative 
which has not been registered 
would be offered the grants”, said 
Charles Mine Banda of Minyali 
Cotton Secondary Marketing 
Cooperative.

Articulating the importance of 
the cooperatives and AGCOM in 
general, chairperson for Mtendere 

Tea and Horticulture Producers 
and Marketing Cooperative 
Society, Wilfred Kasitomu said 
the project helps farmers to be 
connected to buyers. Kasitomu 
said the cooperatives enable 
farmers to agree with buyers on 
what crops to grow and the price 
at which the company in question 
will buy the produce, thereby 
reducing chances of losses.

Nesimu Nyama, a Marketing 
officer from Nema Farm Seeds 
expressed joy over the news that 
Cheka, a cooperative the company 
has been in contract with since 
2014 received a matching grant 
from AGCOM. He said he believes 
the grant will enhance Cheka 
Cooperative’s productivity which 
will in turn promote growth to 
both sides.

Coordinated by Teddie Oliver 
Nankhumwa, AGCOM is being 
implemented under the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Irrigation and Water 
Development with credit from 
the World Bank to the tune of 
about 70 billion Malawi kwacha 
and it is targeting 300 Productive 
Alliances and 650, 000 farmers at 
the end of a six year duration of its 
implementation. 

Minyali Coorperative farmers displaying a dummy cheque of the amount they received

COOPERATIVES SECURE MILLIONS 
FROM THE AGCOM PROJECT
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PRIDE PROJECT CHAMPIONS GOOD 
NUTRITION

TThe Promotion of 
Rural Initiatives and 
Development Enterprises 

(PRIDE) project in collaboration 
with the Food and Nutrition 
Branch of the Department 
of Agriculture Extension 
Services under the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Irrigation, and 
Water Development held a 
three-day multimedia nutrition 
campaign in Machinga, Zomba, 
and Phalombe districts. The 
campaign aimed at sensitising 
community members to actively 
make good food choices such 
as incorporating the six food 
groups, food preparation, and 
diversifying their diets. The 
campaign also focused on 
reducing health risks that are 
frequent during the rainy season 
by increasing awareness on 
maintaining good hygiene in 
households. 
“It is possible for one to 

consume all foods from the 
recommended six food groups 

By Tassie Mtika in a day but our main focus is 
to teach our farmers on food 
preparation so that they gain 
the maximum nutrition benefits 
from the food they eat,” said the 
Food and Nutrition Surveillance 
Officer from Machinga ADD, 
Fred Kumwenda. In an example, 
the Nutrition Officer said it was 
not correct to boil food such as 
vegetables over a long period of 
time. “When you over-cook your 
vegetables, they tend to lose 
their natural colour and all the 
essential nutrients end up in the 
water which you throw away and 
that is not right”. 
Good nutrition combined with 

good hygiene are an important 
component in maintaining a 
healthy weight and reducing 
diseases. In this rainy season, 
most people are exposed to 
various diseases caused by 
poor hygiene practices which 
may affect their overall health 
and wellbeing. The nutrition 
campaign served as a reminder 
to members of the community 

to take extra caution in making 
sure that food is prepared in a 
clean environment. 
The community was also 

encouraged to practice washing 
hands before preparing and 
eating food as well as after 
toilet use to reduce cases of 
cholera which are rampant 
during this rainy season. 
Soldgier Zam’mimba, the Senior 
Health Surveillance Assistant at 
Machinga District Hospital was 
in attendance at the campaign 
and said: “If you follow these 
habits, you will prevent diseases 
which will make you a healthy 
and strong being and you will 
be able to work in your farms 
and produce more food for your 
homes and this country”.   
In Nkhulambe Extension 

Planning Area (EPA) in 
Phalombe district, the campaign 
advanced a message on food 
diversification where farmers 
were encouraged to grow varied 
crops as a means to enhance 
the availability, access, and 
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MAGAGA MODEL VILLAGE SHINES WITH 
IRRIGATION

By Tuchitechi Hawonga
Irrigation channel at Magaga Scheme

MMalawi has only about 4 
percent of cropland under 
irrigation and yet land and 

water resources are sufficient to 
more than double this amount 
(NAP 2016). In view of this, the 
National Agriculture Policy (NAP) 
prioritized Sustainable Irrigation 
Development to increase the 
amount of agricultural land 
area under irrigation by 20,000 
hectares come 2020. In an 
attempt to contribute towards 
achieving the policy’s objective, 
Agriculture Sector Wide Approach 
–Support Project II (ASWAp-SP II) 
has been providing agricultural 

inputs, offering technical trainings 
and mounting field demonstrations 
to farmers in various model villages 
in the country. 

In Mzimba, Magaga Irrigation 
Scheme in Magaga Model Village 
is one of the irrigation schemes 
that have benefited a lot from the 
trainings and inputs that ASWAp-
SP II has been distributing to 
smallholder farmers. Magaga 
Irrigation Scheme was divided 
into various irrigation groups. New 
Generation Irrigation group is one of 
the groups under the scheme.
Established in October 2010, 
New Generation Irrigation Group 

comprises 47 members (17 males 
and 30 females) who grow maize, 
beans and irish potatoes using 
surface irrigation. 

The irrigation group has 4.3 
hectares of land and each 
member cultivates on 0.1hectare 
land on average. Since 2018, 
members of the scheme have 
been realizing a tremendous 
increase in yield and profits and 
hails ASWAp-SP II for the expertise 
as they are now doing irrigation 
farming business. 
The farmers, through ASWAp-SPII, 
were trained on production of 
maize, beans and irish potatoes 

utilisation of foods that are 
rich in nutrients. “Through 
the quiz session that we had 
with the members of this 
community, I am pleased to 
say that most people are aware 
of what they need to do to 
maintain good nutrition in their 
households,” said Pemphero 
Mchuchu Chawinga, the PRIDE 
project Desk Officer and Food 
and Nutrition Officer in the 

Department of Agriculture 
Extension Services. She further 
advised farmers to take good 
care of their produce and 
reserve enough food so that 
their families are not lacking. 
The six food groups promoted 
during the campaign include 
animal foods (meat, fish, eggs, 
milk), vegetables (leafy greens), 
legumes and nuts (beans, 
groundnuts, peas), fruits, fats 

and oils (cooking oil, nuts, 
avocado), and staples (maize, 
rice, cassava). The campaign 
used songs, demonstrations, 
poems, and entertainment 
through a drama play to urge 
people to practice hygiene and 
good eating habits which are 
beneficial to their nutrition and 
health. 



as well as post-harvest handling, 
storage, marketing, gross margins 
and Household Approach (HHA). 
“With what we have learnt through 
ASWAp-SP II, we will sustain 
ourselves even if the project ends 
today. Our village is no longer 
poor, ASWAp-SP II has given us 
the best. The knowledge and the 
skills will never be separated from 
us” explained Joseph 
Singini, Chairperson for 
New Irrigation Generation 
group. Apart from the 
trainings, ASWAp-SP 
II promotes mounting 
of demonstrations for 
hands-on experience. As 
one way of conserving the 
catchment for sustainable 
irrigation development in 
the scheme, ASWAp-SP II 
distributed tree seedlings 
which will be planted this 
growing season.

Rose Jere from Ulalo 
Msowoya village, Group 
Village Headman 
Kathemba, is one of the 
farmers who grow maize 
in the scheme. She hailed 
ASWAp-SP II as her family 
is now food secure and 
no longer poor. She has 
managed to send her 
children to school through 
irrigation farming business. 
Jonathan Msowoya is a farmer 
who decided to start irish potato 
production for business under 
irrigation three years ago. He 
says “ASWAp-SP II taught us how 
best to grow irish potatoes. Since 
2018, I harvest a lot from my 
small piece of land and I realize 
profits. We were taught to plant 
irish potatoes in rows, 30 cm apart 
and 75 cm between ridges. I also 
apply fertilizers in time, and that is 
my secret,” Jonathan explained. In 
2018, Jonathan managed to build a 
house and plans to buy livestock.  

Timothy Sichilindi of 
Mwenemalawa village in Chisenga, 
Chitipa district received maize seed 
from ASWAp-SP II. The maize was 
planted in his 3 acres land and 

expects to harvest not less than 
75 bags (50kgs-shelled). Sichilindi 
harvests water using his dams for 
winter cropping.  Apart from maize, 
he also grows beans, groundnuts, 
tomatoes, irish potatoes, vegetables 
and other crops under irrigation. 

Established in October 2010, 
New Generation Irrigation Group 
comprise 47 members (17 males 

and 30 females) who grow maize, 
beans and irish potatoes using 
surface irrigation. The irrigation 
group has 4.3 hectares of land 
and each member cultivates on 
0.1hectare land on average. Since 
2018, members of the scheme 
have been realizing tremendous 
increase in yield and profits and 
hails ASWAp-SP II for the expertise 
as they are now doing irrigation 
farming business. Through ASWAp-
SP II, the farmers were trained 
on production of maize, beans 
and irish potatoes as well as 
post harvest handling, storage, 
marketing, gross margins and 
House Hold Approach (HHA). 
“With what we have learnt through 
ASWAp-SP II, we will sustain 
ourselves even if the project ends 

today, our village is no longer 
poor, ASWAp-SP II has given us 
the best. The knowledge and the 
skills will never be separated from 
us” explained Joseph Singini, 
Chairperson for New Irrigation 
Generation group. Apart from the 
trainings, ASWAp-SP II promotes 
mounting of demonstrations for 
hands on experience. As one way 

of conserving the catchment 
for sustainable irrigation 
development in the scheme, 
ASWAp-SP II distributed 
tree seedlings which will be 
planted this growing season.
Rose Jere from Ulalo 
Msowoya village, GVH 
Kathemba, is one of the 
farmers who grow maize 
in the scheme. She hailed 
ASWAp-SP II as she said 
her family is food secure 
and no longer poor, she 
has managed to send her 
children to school through 
irrigation farming business. 
Three years ago, Jonathan 
Msowoya decided to start 
irish potato production for 
business under irrigation. 
‘ASWAp-SP II taught us how 
best to grow irish potatoes, 
since 2018, I harvest a lot 
from my small piece of land 
and I realize profits. We 

were taught to plant irish potatoes 
in rows, 30 cm apart and 75 cm 
between ridges, I apply fertilizers 
in time, this is my secret” Jonathan 
explained. Last year, Jonathan 
managed to build a house and 
plans to buy livestock.  

Timothy Sichilindi of 
Mwenemalawa village in Chisenga, 
Chitipa district received maize 
seed from ASWAp-SP II. The maize 
was planted in his 3 acres’ land 
and expects to harvest not less 
than 75 bags (50kgs-shelled). 
Sichilindi harvests water using 
his dams for winter cropping.  
Apart from maize, he also grows 
beans, groundnuts, tomatoes, irish 
potatoes, vegetable and other 
crops under irrigation. 

Msowoya working in his irish potatoes field
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The long awaited revised ‘Guide to Agricultural Production’ (GAP) 
2018 edition handbook has finally been released. Grab a copy at only 
MK5,000.00  from Department of Agriculture Extension Services 

offices in  Area 4, Lilongwe and all Agriculture Development Divisions 
(ADDs) countrywide. 

GAP is a reference Manual for professionals in Agriculture sector and 
farmers to have easy access to research proven technologies that are 

useful in different farming enterprises. The academia will also find 
this guide useful.

Rush and grab your copy!

MK

5000

AGRICULTURAL RADIO AND TV PROGRAMMES 
BROADCASTING SCHEDULE
RADIO  TV

ULIMI WALERO TITUKUKE NDI ASWAP TITUKUKE NDI ASWAP
	Wednesdays & Thursdays 

on MBC Radio 1 (13:30 to 
13:50 hrs)

	Fridays on MBC Radio 1 
(15:15 to 15:30 hrs)

	Mondays on MBC TV 
(18:15 – 18:30hrs)

	Mondays on MBC Radio 2 
FM (18:00 to 18:20 hrs)

	Wednesdays on MBC Radio 
1 (11:30 to 11:45 hrs) Repeat

	Thursdays on MBC TV 
(13:00 – 13:15hrs)

ZOKOMERA ALIMI 

	Saturdays on MBC Radio 1 
(11:30 to 12:00 hrs)

Coming out  Soon 
Watch out for the following publications from the 

Department of Agriculture Extension Services 
(DAES)

DAES Magazine and  Za Achikumbi Magazine
These are quarterly DAES publications available in 

hard copies for free..........
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